let's talk business

Phrasal Verbs

The Transcript

All right. Let’s dive right in today.

Yeah.

We’'re tackling something you use every single day.
Oh yeah.

Whether you realise it or not. Phrasal verbs.
Interesting.

Yeah. Like “buckle down.”

Right.

Or when someone's “breathing down your neck.”
Oh yeah, those are everywhere.

But why are they so important?

Well, they're way more than just grammar rules. They're like these little shortcuts that
make you sound like a natural English speaker.

For sure. So anyone feeling a little lost, what is a phrasal verb?
Okay, so a phrasal verb, it takes a normal verb, like “take.”
Okay.

And throws in an extra word or two. We call these particles.

Particles.

Christine Burgmer - English Communication Coach - phone 02452 9967930 - www.english-trainer.de




Yeah, think of them like prepositions, gone rogue. They team up with verbs and -
bam - totally new meaning.

Okay, | like that “gone rogue.” So like “take off’ could mean three different things.
Exactly.

“Take off’ your clothes, the plane “takes off.” Or even like my career “took off.”
You got it.

So they're kind of like chameleons then.

| like that.

Changing meaning based on the context.

It's all about context.

Why not just use different verbs though?

Ah, a great question. It's all about efficiency.

We can say “turn off the lights” instead of “extinguish the lights.”

That makes sense.

Plus it's more casual, more expressive.

Right, so it's not just grammar.

Exactly.

It's about sounding like a real person.

You got it.

Not a textbook.

That's the key.

If you want to be fluent, phrasal verbs are the secret weapon.
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| like to think so.

But there are so many. Where do we even begin?

Don't worry. You don't need to memorise every single one.
That's a relief.

Just pay attention to how native speakers use them.

Okay, so like movies.

Yeah, movies.

TV shows.

TV shows.

Real conversations.

Absolutely.

Makes sense. Any other strategies?

Oh yeah, for sure.You could learn them by theme.

Okay, like travel phrasal verbs.

Exactly like travel. Work phrasal verbs. Even for emotions.

Oh wow.

It helps you remember them better. Another thing is flashcards.
Flashcards, classic.

Write the phrasal verb on one side, the meaning and an example on the other.
Yeah, that's a good one. So it's gotta be fun, right?

Absolutely.
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Everyone wants to memorise lists.

Make it engaging. And you'll remember them better.

And don't be afraid to play around with them.

That's the best part.

Once you kind of get the hang of it. Try making your own sentences.
Exactly.

Like a puzzle. You know, seeing how verbs and particles fit together.
It is like a puzzle. And here's something to think about.

What are you interested in? Your hobbies.

Okay.

Are there phrasal verbs related to those?

Interesting.

Focussing on what's relevant to you will make them stick.

That's a great point. So big picture phrasal verbs. They're the key to unlocking natural
English.

They really are.

You know, pay attention in real life. Find ways to make learning fun. And you'll be
fluent in no time.

It's a journey, but it's full of surprises.
| like that. Thanks for joining us on this deep dive.
Yeah.

Into the world of phrasal verbs. Catch you next time for another adventure.
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